2 Performance Notes:

“I Want to Die Easy” is a traditional spiritual. The opening rubato solo has a traditional flavor, leading to a more
contemporary, funky gospel rhythm.Pronunciation of the words should be in a southern, African-American style.
“I” is pronounced closer to “ah,” and should have a glottal accent. The word “easy” should sound more like
“ee-zeh.”

Phrases should not be sung literally, but with a bluesy scooping on such words as the “e” of easy (in all parts),
“when I” in SAT parts, and whenever else it feels stylistically appropriate.

In the louder sections, the tone should be forward and brassy, with “attitude,” and not a classical choral sound.
The notation of the solo parts is meant to be a guideline only, and soloists should be encouraged to make the part
more improvisational and personal, both in the melody and the phrasing. Soloists may also add an improvisational

part over the chorus as well.

Clapping on beats 2 and 4 may be added on the chorus at ms. 63 and again at ms. 95, with no clapping during the
solo verses.

The djembe part as notated is intended as a guideline to the groove. The drt
the part while still keeping the basic groove. It works well to add a short “fi

nmer should feel free to personalize
” leading into each chorus.

[ Want to Die Easy When I Die

SATB chorus with soloist(s) and optional djembe accompaniment
Traditional Spiritual

Molto rubato, ad libitum, with soulfulness and yearning Arr. by Brian Tate

N 1 2 Solo mp 3
LV B T 1N — T ]
7 5 F - I 2 7] Y ™ T T T 1>
[ fan W A P T I T I T o o
A\SV2 E 3 I [ ] I I I Cal
) L4 4
diembe I wan-na die eas -
J z z z
1 i/ T T 1
T E 3 T T 1
T 1/ N 1 1
L= E 3 I 1 1
mf
4 5 6 m
Py ‘ Y |
YT T 1N T T 1N T T T ]
A T IAY T AT v 2 IAY T T 7] I ] I ] Il 1
[ [ W = I I N T I I N T I '] I ] 1
A\SYJ ] T o o T |- T 1
P o _* v __e L ——
y when I die, when I die.____ I wan-na die
Z Z Z
1 T T ]
T T T 1
T 1 1 1
o T T 1
7 8 9
Fat A | N | N
YT NT T N T N
y Y o7 T T ¥ 2 F e I
[ fan W CAN7] | o @ PS 1 [N
A\SVJ I 1”4 T ~ YT ~
P ( \ 1
eas - y when I die, when I die.
Z Z g
=] T T ]
1T T T 1
T . T I8
o 1 1 1
A 10 ) ‘ 1 2 mf
YT T T T NS T ]
y A I o I ] ] I ™ lu F F F ™ T T 1
[ fan W ] T I I ] I [ ] T T T T 1T T I 1
A\SVJ J 1 T T T 1”4 T Y 1T I [ ] 1
5] = } } } . } -l
— I wan-na die eas y when I die, shout sal -
Z Z Z
] T T ]
1T T T 1
T T = 1
1=} T T 1
P1312

© Copyright 2007 by Pavane Publishing. All rights reserved. Made in U.S.A. www.PavanePublishing.com

3
13 14 m, 15
. | | I\ i
YT T T N T T 1N — T ]
y A I I I T N T 7] A ot T T T 1|
[ fan W [ ] [ ] [ ] I N T T I T I T o o
A\SVJ [ |- [ ] I [ I T ]
Q) o _ o & [ J
va - tion as I fly._ I wan-na die eas -
Z g Z
1 T T ]
T T T |
T s — L 1
o T T 1
16 17 18 ~
fH 4
T T N T T N T T |
A T I T N T 2 IAY T | |
[ fan W =i 7 I N T T I N |
A\SV o & T o o 1 i
D) o_9o §$_ O
y when I die, when I die.
Z Z ~
=] T T |
1T T T |
I T T |
L I I |
In tempo J=136
19 20 21
ray T T ]
JeT - T - T - |
b T T |
[ 4 T I 1
mute djembe with the heel of the hand
mp

N P e
T T | 7] 7] N I T I T T I 1T I T 7] N I |
2 | e ——| - R — *— i —— j

¥ ¥ ¥ e L ¥ ¥
with a pulse
2 B mp 2 p, 24
= = | -l
raYd T N T A T ]
) L] - T Iy I I I & |
b —* I T [ ] [ ] [ ] |
[ L I i i I 1
Eas - y when 1 die,

e e e e s e s s B e E— e S
T T I T T I T T I T 7] 1N I T I T T I T |
2 | * 1 R i — - B—— *—

¥ L g ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ L ¥
25 _ _ 26 ‘ _ 27 _ _
re Vom— - - — — — - ]
J L] A I ~ ¥ 2 T |
5= Il |- ) PS * Il |
[ L T e T T T 1
I I > I I I
eas - y when I die, eas -y




N — R R ) T N J— R o N
;n\av 8 ;m\-v P J iy =
=] S| - &
H o
S ~ CHEE §1 N
S ™ “ ™ ,M ' R
|| £ My My 8 &
e , | [\
U = I | B H ' ES
N e = I [
s 97 ~ DL > = ° S oM
2 e 8 R
6 Ll — ' AHH E T | #»H
Y aNaEr . 'l 3 | & o (NI R fien
LR 9 H4H HH @ % o A A E X \\\uy i
=y >3
Lt ) s /| N 3 s B
1 ) 12 - ]
= =
~ [
. [
~ - N = ' Wl s k=N
Pani - LA g 1 = AN
N g ™ £ T W — s o
D= < ST =
N IS
s = 3 EARCH
™| & ol 8 = N e
=} = =} °
A B RS Frwe —~
' ' T = S EH B THaH B33 B
e s s Al 5 < HH w5 T T
SHY 5 Y 2 LR e [T 2 R s \\\\-v s o LI Sl
. . I M2 ° Vas ! Pan s
B, ™ g ~ \d 5 N 5
™ 3 YRR HY s
= s =~ -
-1 5 e I = =
L 3 El L
02 v 2 ' Al ( i M 2 SN
@ @ Q™ = N S = =
] =
. B i~ L
™ ™ U ~ o =
L@ T~ .
M , M 8 8 ™ e e B e, < 8
e T a —H =
< ( « <8 8 MR e D) ERN DI} R 1 )
NEEEN BEN REEN HEN RNEEN HEN HEN ¥ e ~ s MREEN HEN
N S iy N N iy | N
N @ age @ N N @ N ANOe N NOe
[ [ — — —
= = o | R . T o rm L
S ) Pani s -] 2
He £ £ N g a2 [ SE N
=
e m ~ M = )
- = e — - Mt = ol =
[Ty £ N r s = I S ]
- Ll 8 H i g n
Ar p H A W\ 8 . M £ o 2
s , | e = B s !
Al Z ( / S I g
N o~ ) e 2 e < . ol > ol >
I~ = g 1 ML &
5 [l S .
Wi W ' TN =
« @
mi s YRR 6 =
@ W Aol 8 TR | e e 2 aHH ¢ HH =
= b HH © 2 HHH HH E
[Pan 15} L ” N
~ =} > 5 Yl
S HH HH = m £ ™
= T S ~
~
Lo Wl =
1 TTH ot ' 0
e I £ . Vﬂ [y
r | L
o e 2 T w ( |
i S 1 e L in g
T* e MR- > N
. ] B
AR > ‘
. PR @ 4 =
Ein| o HHH 8 MNt9-8 LA g
AN YA e W e My, 8
A e m Ll 5 27| e E
TR S A <= ® Pani o
Hie o LT LA £ Ha| 2 N N2
R ™| =
H
~ il <
My =
p Wl =
.\V §  ||el g
_ I S _ = o 2
: <
Pas 4 L [ SN S
N 3
Ny
> ™ MR- >
Tre | = . ™ =
s
rl s | [pan ) - 2]
e 2 mre el m LIRE Ya M -v ! mA ..w. ! N8
Ed = = R B
AL HEN BEN HEN e HEN HEN ||
~ N -~ N ~ N A~
NG G fimms] NG e NG G NG e
 — | —  —  —

die.

when 1

eas



T | T T — SRR SRR ray| T T
i _ _ _ i
)
11 — [ — — H- Qo
Mg Mg g 1 3]
== - - - ™ =
F v E | E O |eLZ _
NS MR | = 2 = . ML 5
= D & c & > s
L) ¢
] L
Sl A =
. ~ ~ )
~ W g .
oM YIS
ESEN .
A s L ™ o '
il 1 S @ o
N w2 v | 3 & HH HH \n\\
N gl e i g g L Yn ) w LA 8 N Ty \m
“J| g T Sl T S & T T T
S
~ ~
L~ e = 2 ||~ e S ~
e § ey § g
H 8 ENE N <= ™ = [ SN o
* N £ N E E E \ £
) g e s [ ol
K > [T > LY > a g (
L !
o T T N~ [ S NG
® . . . IS =
' T ) Bi ~
r g 2 e ® ol 8
TN > ™ 8 e 2 ST SNUE | N[t a L YRR
€ b HH HH B
LN . \\J \\J i ¥ | 8
i © X HH HH HH
N2 N N ) ! H !
Hte .2 -l 1L £ 11 >
1 ] .2 .2
Uy o NN
(g \:
! rwwc g s . o ™ - ™ =
H r
E D) 4 ( ! Nl 2 DN =
an N e 2 N g s <
i G <[ — vE [ Sa NG
a1 JHEEN | 8 | & alll] 8
. . . = = =
|| = = . B B
i s o) Pan -]
@« 2] N e = N < T < . < <
N g N 2|8 N N g £ T B - y || 8
AIEEN HEN HEN = HEN LN HEN e
N N = N A P
NG NG ey NCre aNOe NG NG fon
[ [
M) | mm M) L T [T [ [TT7 MM MM [T
Pasigres My @ /il
= S Lbl ° i °
E] N N 2 ~
T o s -
H = Hiw — A £ = M =
o 0 5 0
r anl , = V ]
N g N e 2 JER ) ails I
— ] ) s N B
<[ - = N = i
BREY .m Sy V.zm o
= S
. b ™ = T
QL | @ S 22 LA £ rl
T @ T = ~ s ~ 13 S Ty = o )
N \\W\ <H @ L \VG SR EENSE.S E=2 = HR \\\\lv (™ ..W ™
by 8 HH 8
. /iy N A M g
S
H =1 HA— o
N3 3] ~
Hy —
0 i <
- ] L =
Hie 8 T \| & M 2 M
% < |exf He & H
® ;] » 3 ] <
5 =l
Moy — Lt e
~ 'S = ~ I
£ 2 ~ Sl
Y \\m\ m N \\\mo o Y ™ =
2 L A =
0 | T Hie 2 - o ™ e 2 , |
b Ay\\\ M g ia g 3 \\\\v B T
SN LY 8 ™ A 2T 2 e g
] N3 M) T ST B <
Ly o
| m B ~
- : S
s e TTTH e = LAl &
S T L ® L g i B
£ i ™ £ > 4
N 5 N
r B . R
aa ] N RS M >
. . ' C
= e TR HH Ha g H ]
= HH <3 [\ S NS I +H +HH @ |
W | m NN} - ) > v o < < < K > 43 N
MEEEN HEN REEN HEN HEN HEN HEN © s HEN o
N N N N N
NG NG N NG N Oy noe NP NP
— — (

die,

when I

eas

die,

when I



die,_
die,_
to

when I
when I
I wan-na see my

I wan-na go

ther
- ‘en

mp

fa
to heav
7}

90
A}

fly.
fly.

I
I

I wan-na see my
I wan-na go
as

4
as

tion
tion

86
va
va

N

die.
die.

sal
sal

when I

when I
shout
shout

y

eas

mp

88

A\SV2

L4
I wan-na die

nf

¥
Div.

die.__
die.__

be

when I
when 1

y

fe
eas - y.
eas

NT
die,
die,

when I
when I

v
P
i
ther
en

=]

fa
heav
Oo

)

H~—
y -y
 fan WA o)

I wan-na see my

o_o
die.

i
die.__

mp

Solo

78
]
when 1
when I

die.

when I

die,

r ]
when I
eas
80

die,

when I

die,

A
N4
A\SVJ

when I

y .4

B

h/® |

die._
die,_
die,_

die._

when I
when I
when I
when I

s
eas
84

ther

L4 L4

die,
die,

when I
when I

<
o

ther
en
o
(o)
fa
heav

to

I wan-na 'see my

I~wan-na go

mf’

Oo

™p —

)

fa
heav
1l
1™ IO
L i
mute djembe

y 4w IO

[ (oW 1D

SA
D

=

y
N

<

—~
p—_9

y

eas

Oo



fly.

I

I ‘wan-na .die

fly.

mf

109

as

106
A}

fly.

as
as

tion
tion
tion
tion

108

2
va
va
va
va

105

sal
sal
sal
sal

shout
shout
shout
shout

104
~o

107

y N

ravy

Iy
a)

Ny
a)

T

N
die._

when I

die,

97
when I
eas

L4 L4

die,

when I
I wan-na die

die,

nf

o
eas
y 2
[ ]
when I

%6
I wan-na die

I
y
play djembe with open tone

b
eas
1" 2
[ fan WP S
A\SVJ
B
|
Eas

y 4
 an W 0 )

100

99

98

Fat
173

i}

die._

when I
o _0
die,__
I wan-na die

y

[
O
@
eas
Eas

112 soloist optional ad lib. al fine

when I
eas
eas

die,

when 1
I wan-na die

I wan-na die

die,
v _o
die.__
It
die.

mp

i
when I
when I

eas
&
when 1

I wan-na die
I wan-na go to
o_o
die.

mp
die.

y

eas
r 2

mp

Eas
W) L4
when I
when I

i

—~

A}
IRy

die,_
die,—
die,_
die,_

die,_

when I
when I
when I
when I

when I
I wan-na die

die,

y
y
y
y

>
eas
&
when' I
103
eas
Eas
r
Eas
o
Eas

I wan-na die
I wan-na die

die.
die.__

eas
¥
eas
102
N
r
when I
o~
r
when I

die.__

[

I wan-na die
when I

VA

4
die.__

.t
die,
die, _

when I
o
when 1
when I
eas
eas

101

[ an Wi
ravy
Y

y 4




12

7 ° oy
H 2
et i Q
l\\‘ m ' L) 5 ~
| VHER Al > e 8
vE O He 7 l <
i o
e~ . s e m 8 | B r\\l m
el S S F F L% 1
Pas
f N =
<@ & |Im o 8 L o
= o @ LT L LT o L] E-] ~ ot
Hy i
e £ . i N A N < "
L AL s L Lt
N g L ] N .| s )
g JE ( ) |
8 e | ol e~ e & ] /) o
I z I o b=l n =
Lt P Al & H =
N = v [ SN}
Bl TR = T I
T — T |~ L ] ] Ha —
il g . el s 2 [ | £ M £ =
[T ™ 2 TN = e & ShHE) Do B o B My 2
= =
=) 3 B a2 E
AH\G < =
=l
HY = ™ . ~t Y
A
Ll 5 | U , N B |H
M= N 5| laD g
g 4 S o T
N = ML > ~ DL > 2 v EEE!
™ = . e - . Pankgyy
L = L ] ; ]
e 2 gl 8 ol 8 o [T i N 2 2| 2
o 3 = o ~
| HH ® HH T Sty LOHH B O
B M g LU
S ° 5 N =
N g |~ L ~ ~ Ll § L
[EEE < N = N = N
N = , |
z LA g Els
Lt § l g 1 2 TN il
N < JHA B N | E A -
z 2 adw| s | 2
y N |~ L 11 S|
o > N i T > il i
' N = ' | ~ i
B £ Al o5 n
REEL > TTTe m ~ k\\l ..wuy o~ T4 - T m k\\- m ~ T > 1T
= = i
BEN BEN BEN B HEN BEN 4 = He
N N N . N
A A AGw NGe <G - NG

IAY

127 /N
~N—=—23z

when 1 die.__
o _O
die.

when I

126

die,

eas
when I

die,

when 1

124 rit.
eas
djembe z

=]




