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Molto rubato, ad libitum, with soulfulness and yearning

I Want to Die Easy When I Die
SATB chorus with soloist(s) and optional djembe accompaniment

Traditional Spiritual
Arr. by Brian Tate

djembe

Performance Notes:

“I Want to Die Easy” is a traditional spiritual. The opening rubato solo has a traditional flavor, leading to a more
contemporary, funky gospel rhythm.Pronunciation of the words should be in a southern, African-American style.
“I” is pronounced closer to “ah,” and should have a glottal accent. The word “easy” should sound more like 
“ee-zeh.”

Phrases should not be sung literally, but with a bluesy scooping on such words as the “e” of easy (in all parts), 
“when I” in SAT parts, and whenever else it feels stylistically appropriate.

In the louder sections, the tone should be forward and brassy, with “attitude,” and not a classical choral sound.

The notation of the solo parts is meant to be a guideline only, and soloists should be encouraged to make the part 
more improvisational and personal, both in the melody and the phrasing. Soloists may also add an improvisational 
part over the chorus as well.

Clapping on beats 2 and 4 may be added on the chorus at ms. 63 and again at ms. 95, with no clapping during the 
solo verses.

The djembe part as notated is intended as a guideline to the groove. The drummer should feel free to personalize
the part while still keeping the basic groove. It works well to add a short “fill” leading into each chorus.
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