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In the Days of Thy Youth

Words and Music by Gordon and Larry Nickel
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(S.A.T.B., A Cappella)

Based on Ecclesiastes 12:1

Text adaptation by Gordon Nickel
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Remember Thy Creator

Singers: a recording is available at www.

PavanePublishing.com (Recordings tab)  
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Program Notes

My brother, Gordon, and I wrote this song in 1973.  We played and 

sang in a coffeehouse folk band called “The Sound of Light,” and 

this song was performed in four part harmony with guitars, bass and 

harmonica.  We were fans of the sounds of Crosby, Stills, Nash and 

Young, which is reflected in the “na, na, na” section of this piece. 

Our band encouraged our peers to seize the day while they were still 

young and, for us, that meant remembering our Creator.  

Perform this a cappella rendition with the same intent and easy lyrical

flowing style. The climax of the song occurs with “Rejoice, young 

man, in your youth.”

Larry Nickel has been a high school performing arts 

teacher for 25 years; teaching Drama, Acting, Concert 

Band, Jazz Band, Handbells and Choir. He has directed 

over 50 stage productions, including several Gilbert and 

Sullivan operettas. In 1993 Larry won the IAJE Award for 

“Outstanding Service to Jazz Education.” His Senior Choirs 

were selected to be winners in Varsity Vocal’s International 

A Cappella Choral Competition, both in 2002 and 2003. 

Larry, with his wife, Edna, returned to the University in 

2003 to complete a Doctorate in Composition.

The child of missionary parents, Larry discovered his musical gift, while studying in India under 

the International Baccalaureate Program. In 1989 Larry almost died of viral encephalitis.  After 

what some would consider a miraculous recovery, Larry committed himself to writing music 

more earnestly for God. Since then, his career as a composer has taken a dramatic turn. Larry 

is composer in residence for the West Coast Mennonite Chamber Choir, which has recorded 

over 100 of his compositions on thirteen CDs. This choir is often featured on CBC and WGNN 

FM. Larry’s compositions have been recorded by tenor Ben Heppner, soprano Edith Wiens, 

baritone Phil Ens, Tapestry Singers, Waterloo University, Fresno Pacifi c University Singers, the 

Cornucopia Brass Ensemble, the Brandenburg String Quartet and Chor Leoni, among others.  

You can learn more about Larry by visiting his website at www.canuckcomposer.com.


