? And All Thy Life

(For 2-Part Voices, opt. Cello, Accompanied™)

The Foundling Hospital in London was established in the mid-eighteenth century as a home for
the “maintenance and education of exposed and deserted young children” - it also became London’s
first ever public art gallery. Mothers unable, for financial or social reasons, to care for their
infants would leave rings, ribbons, coins or other tokens as a unique means of identification,
in case they were ever in a position, in happier circumstances, to return to claim their child.
Such tokens could include letters, prayers or poems, and this anonymous text is one of these.

The musical setting was written as part of the ‘Foundling Pictures’ project in 2005, involving the
education department of the Foundling Museum, students from the London College of Music,
pupils from St Mary & St Pancras Primary School and from St Marylebone High School, hosted
by the London Festival of Contemporary Church Music at St Pancras Parish Church. The instrumental
interlude (bars 39 to 78) underscored a display of images from the Museum’s collection and archives.

Text: Anonymous, 18th Century
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*An alt. rnative accompaniment scored for 1 flute, 1 oboe, 1 clarinet, 1 bassoon, strings (or keyboard if no strings available)
and piaiio, available separately, P9065.

*#*QOriginal lyrics were “gentle babe.”
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And All Thy Life
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Cello

Music: Paul Ayres

Text: Anonymous, 18th Century

Moderato (J =ca. 69)
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