I began writing this piece early in 2008 in the hopes of impressing a girl I fancied. 1
found this text and thought it fit my feelings at the time. My composing went slowly
at the start, taking roughly two weeks to complete one-third of the piece. Tt was
after this two-week mark that my father died. It was only then that I truly understood
what this text was meant to convey.

What had begun as a plea for attention became a cry for help. A longing to
understand how something so horrible could happen. But through my pain, I found
it easier to express the sorrow | had. I completed the piece one week after we buried
him. This music flowed out of me, and everything in it had a purpose. My father
was a great man, and my hope is that this would be something of which he could be
proud.

J. K. Bradley

PRONUNCIATION AND LITERAL TRANSLATION u
I
Deh  proh-foon-dees kla-ma-vee  ahd  teh,  Daw-mee-neh;
De profiindis clamavi ad te, Doémine;
Of depths I cried to you, O Lord;
Eks-ahoo-dee voh-chem meh-ahm
Exaudi vécem méam
Hear voice 1
Kwee-ah ah-pood teh . proh pee-tsee-ah-tsee-oh ehst
Quia apud te propitiatio est
For with you forgiveness is
Kwee-ah chpood daw-mee-noom mee-seh-ree-kor-dee-ah
Quia Spud Doéminum misericordia
For with Lord mercy
I Speh-rah-veet ah-nee-mah  meh-ah een  daw-mee-noh.
Speravit danima méa in Démino.
Hoped the soul I in Lord.

Soprano

Alto

Tenor

Bass

Piano

to my father

DE PROFUNDIS

(S.A.T.B., a cappella)

POETIC TRANSLATION

Out of the depths T cryto Yo, O Lord;
Heariay veice
For with You theeas merciful forgiveness
Forwith the Lord there is mercy
2 soul hopes in the Lord.

of depths I cried
J. K. Bradley
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Hoped
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J. K. Bradley (b. 1987) currently serves as a graduate
assistant at Arkansas State University where he is
obtaining a Master’s degree in Choral Conducting.
Mr. Bradley first began composing in 2004 and
in the Spring of 2008, premiered this piece while
singing as a member of the Arkansas Tech University
Concert Chorale. This piece was written during his
undergraduate studies at Arkansas Tech University,
where he graduated in May 2011 with a Bachelor’s

Degree in Secondary Vocal Music Education. He then taught two years
in Northeast Arkansas for the Buffalo Island Central Junior and High
School choirs. Pavane Publishing is proud to have Mr. Bradley in its
family of writers.
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