
 Notes from the Arranger

Concept
This arrangement of   �O Come, O Come Emmanuel� was written for and premiered by the Paci! c Chorale and 

members of  the Paci! c Symphony.  The work was conceived for spatial performance, with the men of   the Chorale 

singing from the aisles of  the orchestra level of  the hall,  the Women of  the Chorale performing from the choral 

terrace at the front of  the hall, ,  the Southern California Children�s Chorus singing from one of  the hall�s rear 

balconies, and the instrumentalists performing from the stage. The basic concept of  the composition is to allow 

the audience to be surrounded by the beautiful melody of  this ancient hymn  - with excerpts of  the tune coming 

from around the hall. 

The original orchestration for the work consists of  Brass 4.4.3.1, Timpani, Percussion, Harp, Organ, and optional 

Contrabass.  The full score and parts are available from Pavane Publishing. 

Performances with smaller forces
When performances with the full original orchestration are not practical, I feel, the work can still be effective with 

smaller instrumental resources. The following are some suggestions:

Performance with Organ (or piano) and Handbells
A very effective performance can be achieved by using handbells and organ.  The starred (*) melodic lines in the 

choral/keyboard score could be assigned to handbells, with the organist playing the remainder of  the reduction.  I 

would suggest the handbell players for each individual starred (*) line could be grouped in different places around 

the hall, to maximize a dramatic spatial effect for the performance.  In the event that an organ is not available, 

a piano could be substituted for the organ.  In the case of  piano performances, I suggest the use of  the optional 

contrabass , (available in the set of  parts) to help sustain the long pedal points throughout the composition. 

Performance with diverse instruments
The starred (*) lines in the choral/keyboard score, could be played by any combination or mixture of  solo or 

percussion instruments which the conductor might have available to him.  Again, I suggest if  the individual 

instrumentalists are placed in different spatial con! gurations in the hall, the opening introduction can be quite 

dramatic for the audience.  

Performance with organ (or piano)
Using different solo stops for the various starred (*) lines in the choral/keyboard score, the work could be performed 

effectively with organ accompaniment. 

I strongly recommend that performances with piano should at least include a few percussion or solo instruments 

for the (*) melodic fragments of  the opening bars of  the composition.  

As the percussion sonorities are a major part of  the original orchestral color, the conductor might want to look at 

the full score and parts to see what might be excerpted, to enhance performances with piano or organ. 
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*Full Score and Parts are available separately, P9069. Orchestration is 4 Hns., 4 Bb Tpts., 3 Tbns., Tuba, Timpani, 

  Perc. (Triangle, Suspended Cymbal, Snare Drum, Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Chimes), Harp, Organ, and opt. Contrabass.

  See composerÕs notes (on the last page)  for performance suggestions without full orchestration.
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
(S.A.T.B., accompanied*)

Traditional

Arr. by John Alexander
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Mallet Percussion

Traditional

Arr. by John Alexander
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Traditional
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