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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Gatatumba is a lively folk song that can be sung in a variety of voice combinations (treble, 

mixed, male).  The percussion parts are a suggestion and can be changed as needed.

The villancico is a poetic and musical form from the Iberian Peninsula that was used during 

the late 15th through 18th centuries.  During this time it was often an elaborate polyphonic art 

song, frequently using secular texts.  This developed into the carols from  Spanish speaking 

countries that are enjoyed during the Advent and Christmas celebrations.  References to 

musical instruments in the lyrics include small bells (often attached to a stick), drums and 

the rebeck, a stringed instrument from medieval times.  Used in Eastern Europe, North 

Africa and Spain, the rebeck is a bowed instrument, usually three strings, and a precursor 

to the viol.   

As the folk song is from Andalucia, a region in southern Spain, the text is sung with a 

Castilian pronunciation.  You will notice the difference from Latin American Spanish with the 

�c� pronounced as a �th� in the words, �pancito� and ponchecito.�

Enjoy and perform in a carefree and playful style.
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JUDITH HERRINGTON is the Founder and Artistic Director of the highly acclaimed Tacoma 
Youth Chorus, a select auditioned choir serving more than 240 children in six instructional levels. 
In addition to her work with TYC, she brings more than thirty years of teaching and conducting 
experience to her work at Charles Wright Academy in Tacoma, Washington, where she received 
the Inspirational Faculty Award and the Murray Foundation Chair for Teaching Excellence. 

Ms. Herrington is highly regarded as a guest conductor, workshop and choral clinician and is a 
past president and recipient of the leadership and service award of Washington American Choral 
Directors Association. Through Pavane Publishing, Colla Voce Publishing, and Hal Leonard, she 
has published choral compositions, arrangements and co-authored choral teaching texts. She 
also edits several choral series for Pavane Publishing.
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