S.1

S.2
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(SSAA, unaccompanied) Herbert Hughes and
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Performance notes

This beautiful lullaby originated in Gartan, a small parish in Ireland. Although it is
a lullaby, both lyrics and music are sometimes darker than might be expected, and
this is reflected in the gentle dissonance of the arrangement. Make the most of the
dynamics, especially the ebb and flow of each “lullaby.” The vocal lines should be
calm and flowing throughout, but there is a peak of emotional intensity in measures
46-58. Although it is slow, there should still be a sense of movement in the piece, like
a slowly ticking pendulum. By the end, the softly swaying rhythms have done their
job, and the baby is asleep.

Pronunciation guide:
Aibheall: Ee-vil (queen of the fairies) /i:val/
leanbhan: lan-vawn (little child) /leenva:n/

Siabhra: Sheev-ra (fairy) /[i:vree/

Sarah Jaysmith has been composing since she was a teenager.
Singing in many choirs has given her a particular love of choral
music, and she has composed and arranged many works for voice
in various genres. Sarah’s compositions have been performed
in Vancouver, Toronto and New York, and she was recently
commissioned by Elektra Women’s Choir to arrange a piece for
their Christmas concert. Sarah has also written two musicals and
over seventy songs.

Sarah is originally from Ireland, and now lives in Vancouver, BC with her husband
and son. She divides her time between composition, music directing and vocal
coaching.
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