Performance Notes

The feeling of hope can be extremely delicate and fleeting, and yet it
has incredible power to sustain us through the most difficult of times.
Emily Dickinson’s poem says it so beautifully, “Hope is the thing with
feathers that perches in the soul and sings the tune without the words
and never stops at all...” People everywhere can identify with these
beautiful words.

This choral setting of the poem was composed for a Yom HaShoah
(Holocaust Remembrance Day) commemoration:«The melody of Ani
Ma’amim (the translation of which is “I believe with complete faith
in the coming of the Messiah, and though he may tarry, | wait daily
for his coming”) is heard in the piane accompaniment in the center
section of the piece as a tribute to those who sang this tune as they
were marched to their deaths in concentration camps during World
War Il. Dedicated with deep jappreciation and friendship to Cantor
Richard and Marsha Cohn.
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In honor of Cantor Richard Cohn and his nine years of musical leadership
at Temple Emanu-EIl Dallas.

Hope

S.A.T.B, piano
for Marsha
Emily Dickinson Debra Scroggins
(1830-1886)
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Debra Scroggins, composer, is known for her lyrical and
engaging compositions and her music has been heard
throughout the United States and Europe, and as far
away as Russia, Asia and South America. She was named
Commissioned Composer by the Texas Music Teachers
Association and serves as Composer in Residence for
both The Texas Voices (a professional chamber choir)
and the Plano Civic Chorus (a 100-voice community choir). Her music
is frequently performed at state, division and national American Choral
Directors Association conventions in addition to numerous all-state
and regional choirs, churches, schools and universities.

Drawing upon years of experience as a composer, professional singer
and educator she is highly sought-after for commissions and as a
consultant and conductor for choirs throughout the US.
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