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Saeya Saeya, Parang Saeya, literally, “Birds, Birds, Bluebirds,” is perhaps the most representative melody among 
all the tunes of Korean traditional music.  The Korean general Bong-Joon Juhn lead an unsuccessful uprising 
against corrupt rulers and invading Japanese troops in the late 19th century. His nickname was the Green Bean 
General. Legend says that he was a Korean version of Robin Hood; after attacking corrupt offi cials and seizing 
their treasures, he then distributed them to the poor commoners. He was very popular and many commoners 
joined his army. His army swept through large parts of the Korean peninsula before Korean rulers requested the 
Japanese army to intervene. Juhn’s army, equipped with spears and arrows, was no match against the westernized 
gun-wielding Japanese army, and in 1895 Juhn was captured and hanged. Korean commoners sang this song to 
lament General Juhn’s death and the failed coup d’état, and it is said the widows of Juhn’s army sang this song to 
their babies as a lullaby.

* Pronunciation and Performance notes along with information about the arranger are available as a free down-
load at www.PavanePublishing.com/freedownloads.
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John Byun is the director of Choral and Vocal Activities at Riverside City College, where he directs 
the Chamber Singers and the Vocal Jazz Ensemble. Mr. Byun is also the artistic director of the 
Temecula Valley Master Chorale. He has been the guest conductor for several district honor choirs, 
the SCVA Men’s Honor Choir, the Central California Women’s Honor Choir, Texas Honor Choir 
Region 9, and the Clark County, NV Honor Choir. The RCC Chamber Singers have performed at 
the ACDA Regional and National Conferences, and at NCCO conferences. The Chamber Singers 
have competed nationally and internationally taking fi rst place at the California International Choral 
Competition, the Eisteddfod Choral Competition in Wales, the Yeosu International Choral Competi-
tion in Korea and at the Choral Competition in Spittal, Austria. They often have opportunities to 
perform with special guest artists such as Don Shelton (member of the Hi-Lo’s), Grammy Award 

Winner Jon Secada, the TED Talks with Eric Whitacre, and as chorus for the Star Wars in Concert. He resides in Temecula, 
CA with his wife Mary and children Mikail and Jade. 
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