* “Th” is pronounced “t,” therefore Thula is pronounced toola.
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’ Thula Bab
Ula baba
An African Lullaby
(SATB, Children’s Choir or Soloist, a cappella)
Traditional Zulu
Arr. by Allan Robert Petker
African* English (Translation by Thandeka Ndyawe)
Thula thul’, thula baba, thula sana; Keep quiet, my child.
Thul” u bab’uzo fika, eku seni. (repeat) Keep quiet, my baby. (repeat)
Kukh’ ‘in kanyezi, ziholel” u baba, Be quiet, daddy will be back in the morning.
Zimkhan yisela indlel’e ziyekhaya, There’s a star that will lead him home.
Sobesikhona xa bonke beshoyo, The star will brighten his way home.
Bethi buyela ubuye lekhaya. The hills and stones are still the same, my love.
Thula thula thula baba, My life has changed, yes, my life has changed.
Thula thula thula sana, The children grow, but you don’t know my love.
Thula thula thula baba, (The children grew, but you don’t see them grow.)
Thula thula thula sana.
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is comparible to a click one may do for a walking

horse. For more tips on pronunciation please go to: mylanguages.org/zulu_alphabet.php
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