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Petit rocher de la, haute montagne,
Je viens ici finir cette compagne.
Ah! Doux échos, Entendez soupirs,
En languissant je vais bientôt mourir.

Petits oiseaux, vos douces harmonies,
Quand vous chantez, me rattach’ à la vie:
Ah! Si j’avais des ailes comme vous,
Je s’rais heureux avant qu’il fût deux jours!

C’est donc ici que le mond’ m’abandonne!
Mais j’ai secours en vous, Savveur des hommes!
Très-Sainte Vierge, ah! M’abandonnez pas,
Permettez-moi d’mourir entre vos bras!

O little rock of the mountain
I stand on, I venture here my campaign to abandon.
Ah! Echoes sweet, Give ear unto my sigh,
Languid with wounds I come here but to die

O Little birds, with your sweet sounds of harmony,
Bring in your song all my life once again to me.
Ah! Would that I had only wings like you!
Happy I’d fly ere another day were due

Here then it is that the world me abandons,
But I seek aid in the Saviour of mankind,
Most Holy Maid! Ah, do not forsake me,
Let me but die In your arms I refuge take. 

A Poetic Translation
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Ah! Sweet echoes, listen to my sighs.
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When you sing you bring me back to life:
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But I have help in you, Savior of men!
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Most Holy Virgin! Ah, do not forsake me,
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Let me die in your arms!
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Matthew Emery (b.1991) is a Canadian composer who 
“writes with an honesty which enchants” (Vancouver 
Sun). His music has been performed across North 
America, Europe and Asia and has been heard on 
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