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S.A.B., Solo, Piano, Alto Saxophone, BbTrumpet, Double Bass*

for the Willamette Master Chorus, Dr. Paul Klemme, Director
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Chris graduated from San Jose State University in 1979 with a bach-
elor’s degree in music. After college he served two California churches 
in full-time music ministry. In 1994 Chris moved his family to Oregon 
where he has held a variety of administrative positions at a number of 
faith based non-profit organizations. Since 1998, Chris has sung bass 
with the Willamette Master Chorus, an auditioned community cho-
rus based in Salem Oregon and directed by Dr. Paul Klemme. Chris 
has arranged a number of songs specifically for the chorus, primarily 
Christmas carols.

Paul Klemme is presently in his twentieth year as director of the 
Willamette Master Chorus in Salem, Oregon. His full-time position is 
Director of Music Ministries at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church where he 
conducts four choirs and serves as parish organist. He completed his 
doctor of musical arts degree at the University of Washington and 
was a member of the Washington State University faculty from 1988-
1997. He also served as conductor of the Washington Idaho Symphony 
Chorale in Pullman, Washington from 1990-1996  and the Spokane 
Symphony Chorale from 1997-1998. He is a member of the adjunct 
faculty at Willamette University where he directs Male Ensemble 
Willamette and teaches organ. Dr. Klemme has sung in  the all-professional Oregon Bach 
Festival Chorus in Eugene and Cantores in Ecclesia in Portland.

The Willamette Master Chorus, based in Salem, Oregon is a group of 75 veteran amateur 
musicians.  Dr. Wallace Long founded the ensemble in 1985 through a joint effort of the Lu-
theran Fine Arts Center and Willamette University. This auditioned choir brings to area au-
diences the finest choral masterworks from the Renaissance through the 21st century. The 
WMC is a non-profit organization registered with the state of Oregon.  Its mission is to “pro-
mote choral excellence through music collaboration, education and performance.” The cho-
rus has performed with the Salem Chamber Orchestra, the Newport Symphony, the Oregon 
Symphony and the Portland Youth Philharmonic. National and international performances 
include tours to Seattle, San Francisco, a three-nation tour in Europe, choir in residence at 
the International Cathedral Music Festival in Salisbury, England and second place honors 
at the International Choral Kathaumixw Festival  in Powell River, BC. Two recordings: The 
Call a compilation of Veterans themed and patriotic music that features David Metzger’s 
The Call on the Gothic Label plus a Holiday CD that includes Metzger’s Willamette Winter 
Suite. More information can be found at willamettemasterchorus.org.
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