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PWhere charity and love are...
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∑
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If Only the World 
(Ubi Caritas)

SATB Chorus and Piano

Text: Liturgical Latin
Music: Michael D. Atwood

for the Mankato East High School Concert Choir, Mankato, Minnesota
Robin Hughes, director

IF ONLY THE WORLD… is intended to express the heart of the people who perform it, whomever and 
wherever they may be. More than ever before, we are being inundated with messages from others. It is 
easy for one’s own voice to get lost in the cacophony of voices coming from news outlets, social media 
platforms, and interactions with the outside world. This work is an opportunity for singers to engage in 
conversation and build community within the choir, as well as share their message in a way that they 
can truly be heard.

The director is encouraged to distribute a writing prompt to gather responses from choir members. The 
director should take great care to ensure singers feel uninhibited in completing the sentence, “If only the 
world…” to share their own personal thoughts, opinions, hopes, and dreams for humankind. The 
collection and selection of responses should not be a quick process, but rather a chance for the choir to 
engage in conversation and work together to choose the appropriate narratives. At ms 88 you will find 
specific markings of locations these narratives should be spoken from the heart by individual choir 
members from all voice parts. In total, there are eight opportunities in the work for members across the 
choir to speak. While the narrations start one at a time, these should grow in intensity and begin to 
overlap each other by ms 96, with one final thought shared in ms 99.
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a mor, U bi
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œ œ œ œœ

P

5 ∑

œ œ œ œ œ œ
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.œ Jœ œ œ
ca ri tas et
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6 Ó ˙
Oo...

œ œ jœ ‰ œ œ
a mor, U bi
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Fmolto rall.

F

F

F

F

- -

- -

- -

-

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

&
&

&

V
?

&
?

# # # #
# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #
# # # #
# # # #

Desc.

S.

A.

T.

B.

8 w

w

ww
˙ ˙
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œ Œ œ œ
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œœœœ Œ œ œœ
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God is there.

P

P
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De us
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Ó œ œ
De us

Ó œ œ
De us
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est.

.˙ Œ
est.

.˙ Œ
est.

.˙ Œ
est.
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Con moto    q = 72
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œ œ œ œ ˙˙̇& ?

16 œœœggg œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
17 œœœggg œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

V
?

&
?

# # # #

# # # #
# # # #
# # # #

43

43

43

43

T.

B.

18 ∑

∑
œœœggg œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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FChrist’s love has gathered us into one.
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œ œ œ œ œ œ

25 œ œ œ œ
u num Chris ti

œ œ œ œ
u num Chris tiœ œ œ..˙̇ &
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Œ ˙˙ œœ
Ex sul

Œ ˙ œ
Ex sul

Œ ˙ œ
Ex sul

wwww
ww

f
f

f
f

ƒ

 q = 78

 q = 78

Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him.
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œ œ œ œ
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Let us fear, and let us love the living God.
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And may we love each other with a sincere heart.
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ṅos

Ó Œ œ
nos

œ œ .˙
ga mus

œ œ .˙
ga mus

Œ œ ˙www
œ œ œ œ ˙

P

P- -

-

-

-

- -

- -

-

-

- -

- -

&
&

V
?

&
?

# # # #
# # # #
# # # #

# # # #

# # # #
# # # #

S.

A.

T.

B.

44

w
sin

w
sin

Ó œ œ
nos

Œ .˙
nos

∑
∑

P

P

45

œ .
ċe
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