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Te Deum
Laudamus Propter Musicam

I. We Sing to the Majesty of God

for SATB and Piano (opt. Orchestra*)

I Chronicles 16:23-25 Allan Robert Petker
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* see page 60 for accompaniment options
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I1. We Sing to the Grace of God

Allan Robert Petker Allan Robert Petker
Based on Colossians 3:16
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* This movement is available separately as P1272, The Canticle of Colossae.
A handbell part, P9046, is available separately for this movement.
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II1. Music Itself Glorifies God

Traditional Te Deum text Allan Robert Petker
and “When in Our Music God Is Glorified”
by Fred Pratt Green
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* Play cue-size notes only in absence of percussion.






ALLAN ROBERT PETKER is a published composer and arranger with
more than 250 published works with numerous publishing houses.
Allan holds a Bachelors and Masters degrees from California State
University at Northridge in music, specializing in viola (BA), voice
and choral conducting (MA).

Allan has been involved in the choral music publishing industry for
many years. He joined the staff at Fred Bock Music Company in
1977 and is currently their Vice President of Publications. In 1989
he established his own company, Pavane Publishing, which publishes
distinguished choral music and college-level course texts.

As a conductor, Allan frequently serves as a guest clinician/conductor
for publishers, choral societies, church festivals, state honor choirs and colleges. Internationally,
he has guest-conducted choirs in England, Korea and France. In the summer of 1994, he formed
the Consort Chorale, an ensemble of 50 auditioned voices from the San Francisco Bay area,
which maintains an on-going concert series. In 2004 he became the Conductor and Artistic
Director for the Santa Clarita Master Chorale, an 80-voice auditioned ensemble that performs
a subscription concert season with orchestra. In 2015 he added the Los Cancioneros Master
Chorale (Torrance), a 60-voice auditioned choir, to his conducting portfolio. His chorales have
toured Europe, Eastern Europe, Russia and Argentina.

Since 1989 Allan has been a clinician in two summer church music conferences at Lake Tahoe,
“Summer Sing” and “Tuning @ Tahoe.” He is currently the Dean for both conferences. As an
instrumentalist, Allan plays a number of stringed instruments and has done free-lance studio
work and occasional concert playing. You may even catch him at a pub in the Los Angeles area,
playing jazz violin and viola, one of his favorite things to do.
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PERFORMANGE NOTES

Movement One uses the verses from I Chronicles 16:23-25 which calls us to “sing unto God,”
almost as a command given by a monarch. The music captures this regal and stately flair by using
Handelian (like a Handel anthem) construction. A typical Baroque fugue ensues with an obvious
affinity for the heralding interval of the fifth. Following the exposition, a very modern, arrthythmic
theme interrupts, “Declare God’s marvelous works among the people.” This contrasting theme
is still very orderly but noticeably contemporary. Eventually the fugue returns, but now in the
midst of a development section containing inversions, double canons and strettos in homage to
our heritage of Baroque church music. A final surge to the dominant and it is as if the interval of
the fifth gives way and leaps from the Baroque to the new millennium. Fifths spiral up and down
into a cacophony of sound that finally explodes into the modern, secondary theme - a symbol
that the God of our heritage is the same God we worship today.

The second movement depicts the gentler side of singing to God - from within. Colossians
3:16 states, “Let the words of Christ dwell richly in you...singing hymns and songs to God.”
The secondary theme of the previous movement becomes the first thread that links movements
two and three together. Although displaced rhythmically and harmonically, the connection will
be immediately apparent. The same interval of the fifth will become the building motif for the
contrapuntal statements of the middle section.

Movement Three awakens us from our meditation and surprises us with a driving ostinato. The
subject of this movement is that “music itself glorifies God.” The choir enters with the opening
words of the “Te Deum” in a primal chant. The “Te Deum” is perhaps the oldest song of praise
to God, that has been set to music by composers through the ages. Stated first in the traditional
Latin, the English translation appears in the very next section where the music paints images
of God and worship in strikingly twenty-first century colors using tone clusters, bitonality and
minimalistic tendencies. The centerpiece of the movement is the elegant text of Fred Pratt Green,
“When in Our Music God is Glorified.” The melody is grand, reassuring and passionate, and
only alters between verses to portray the magnificent lyrics of Rev. Green. The Te Deum text
returns in a surprising burst of energy that drives to an exhilarating conclusion.
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Carnegie Hall premiere May 20, 2018 | European premiere June 26, 2019

is available in:
SATB Choral Score - P3019

Full Orchestra - P9106
RENTAL ONLY: contact Rentals@HinshawMusic.com
(2Fl,20b.,2Cl.,2Bn,2Hn,2Tp, 1 Perc., Timp., Harp, Strings,
includes a Full Conductor’s Score)

Full Conductor’s Score - P9105 - available for purchase separately

Chamber Ensemble - P9108
RENTAL ONLY: contact Rentals@HinshawMusic.com
UV ERGr@nns it Bnui® | Hn., ‘Harp,\ 1\ Pexe:,\ Timp:, Piano,
includes a Full Conductor’s Score)

Full Conductor’s Score-P9107 - available for purchase separately

Small Ensemble - P9110

RENTAL ONLY: contact Rentals@HinshawMusic.com

(1 Fl, 1 Hn., 1 Perc., Timp., Piano, includes a Full Conductor’s Score)
Full Conductor’s Score - P9109 - available for purchase separately
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